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SIMA CUESTA CHICA
Text and photographs by Eladio Terreros

yayador@yahoo.com
Translated from Spanish by Laura 
Rosales Lagarde.

This chasm is located at Ejido La 
Pila, Tacotalpa Municipality, Tabasco, 
Mexico. The property rights are 
being disputed between two ejidos. 
The sima’s entrance is located at 
about 150 meters above the road 
connecting the towns of Tapijulapa 
and Oxolotán, near the town of Ar-
royo Chispa (INEGI topographic 
map E15D31). Sima Cuesta Chica 
is located in the west slope of the 
Sierra Tapijulapa above an escarp-
ment. The sima is 12 meters deep 
and 25 meters long, based on the 
2016 survey. The entrance has a 
rectangular shape 1.10 meters high 
by 0.90 meters wide oriented at 280 
degrees. The cave developed in Up-
per Cretaceous carbonates. These 
rocks are middle-size to thick beds 
of fine-grained, light-grey, dark-grey, 
and beige compact limestone. The 
beds are folded to form anticlines 
and show karst development (Cruz 
Zavala, et al., 2011:24). The sima can 
be reached by hiking a rugged, dif-
ficult trail between fallow land and a 
relict of high perennial forest. Vertical 
gear is needed to rappel the 8-meter-
deep cylindrical pit located directly 
beyond the entrance. A ledge in the 
middle of the pit eases the descent. 
At the bottom of the pit, a restricted 
horizontal space 4 meters long by 1.5 
meters wide opens up. Toward the 
southwest there is a tight fissure that 
goes down and through which you 
can see sunlight. In the cave floor 
there are fragments of limestone, 
plant litter, thin roots, vines, and 
dark brown clay-rich dirt brought 
in by water.

Archaeological material was 
graphically and photographically 
documented in the sima’s lowest 
level, and it is described based on its 

location. In the south-center 
a burial with bones possibly 
from two individuals was 
found. This is a secondary 
indirect multiple burial (Ro-
mano 1974:109). Associated 
with this burial there are ani-
mal bones, shutis, a fragment 
from a metate, an artifact of 
polished rock, and pot rims 
of type Sierra Rojo. (Shuti 
[snails] are very abundant in 
the cold-water creeks of the 
Tabasco Range Region. The 
name of the species is dedi-
cated to the naturalist D. José 
N. Rovirosa, who collected 
the first specimens. Different 
ethnical groups use shutis as 
food and attribute medicinal 
properties to them.) Possibly 
these cultural materials have 
been moved by animals, 
water infiltration, and the 
growth of roots. Irregular 
limestone fragments were 

View of the entrance to the 
Sima Cuesta Chica.




