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packed our gear when we got back 
from dinner and prepared ourselves 
with lots of water for a three-hour 
hike through Jaguar and into the 
jungle beyond.

The team had decided to meet 
in Paamul and skip the taco stand 
to save time, so in the morning 
we all descended on Peter’s place 
with what we had to contribute to 
breakfast. It turned out quite nice, 
with eggs, tortillas, fresh fruit, and 
of course coffee. Once Bern and 
Sandy arrived the whole crew was 
there, and we jumped in the cars and 
headed toward the cave. 

The parking area and hike to 
Jaguar looked different than I re-
membered from the spring of 2016; 
a lot changes in a year. The parking 
is now in a different place, and the 
trail has been improved, apparently 
to at some point permit it to be used 

as a tour cave. As we moved through 
Jaguar out into the jungle and be-
yond, Peter pointed out all the other 
entrances we passed, including Kitty 
Leap and Geco caves that teams had 
surveyed earlier in the week. Peter’s 
plan was to drop teams in various en-
trances as we hiked. The first team to 
get dropped at its survey destination 
for the day was Osama Gobara and 
Dennis, who would work on Cueva 
Tepezcuintle Timido, Bern, Sandy, 
and Chris were dropped off next at 
Cueva Tarantula Hawk. Finally the 
last three teams, Rebecca McNabb, 
Tammy, Ryan McNabb, Joaquin, and 
Peter and Carla and Roberto Ghisolfi 
continued on to Horno.

The drip line of Horno had been 
surveyed a week earlier by Nick 
Socky, Chad Pedigo, and others, 
but it was so wide that they had not 
advanced into the cave. Horno has 

a very large entrance and a drip-line 
that is dry, but quickly the bank 
drops away into water covered with 
calcite rafts. Kevin McPeak and oth-
ers from the Paamul Grotto had set 
up a camp here in order to explore 
it. The beautiful entrance provided a 
perfect place to have lunch while we 
looked at the picturesque formations 
hanging above and into the water. 
After a brief lunch, Carla and Roberto 
took off to push water passage to 
determine what the cave did, Peter 
and Rebecca went to survey a dry 
passage that looped from one drip 
line to the other, while Ryan, Joaquin, 
and I waded into the water passage. 

Based on the amount of time it 
had taken to hike in and the need to 
hike out, we were only able to spend 
about three hours surveying that day. 
Peter’s team put a large dent in the 
dry passage, while Tammy’s team 
was able to loop around the water 
and connect back to the drip-line 
survey. Carla and Roberto reported 
lots of going water passage to be ex-
plored and surveyed. Having spent 
the day in the water or in large pas-
sage surveying, all the teams showed 
up at the meeting point looking like 
they were getting ready to go cav-
ing, not leaving a trip. That is, they 
were all clean, except one. When 
Bern and his crew showed up, he 
and Sandy were nice and clean, but 
following along with them was one 
dirty boy. Apparently, Bern’s team 
had encountered a large room that 
would take him most of the day to 
sketch, so he sent Chris on a mis-
sion. Chris was to go push passage 
until he connected Tarantula Hawk 
to Cueva Geco. Chris, doing what 
he was told, pushed every small, 
squirmy, dirty hole he could find. 
Chris estimated that he had pushed 
into a passage, trending in the correct 
direction for about 15 meters. Later, 
the data showed that the connection 
was about 8 meters away. Had he 
missed something above his head? 
Could he be under the connection? 
Only the next expedition will be able 
to answer that question, but they will 
need someone who is not afraid to 
get dirty. Tammy spent the hike out 
trying to convince Peter that the next 
trip to this area needed to be a cave 
camp; three hours is just not enough 
time to survey. Peter is convinced.
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