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capstone the expedition.

On the day that Vickie Siegel left 
Cheve on one good leg, we met 

Corey Hackley at the entrance, on his 
way down to Mazunte Beach. It was 
April 9. The previous day Hackley 

sites – CL1, CL2, . . . where the first 
two letters stood for the first letters of 
their first names. CL6 was somewhat 
different in that the arroyo actually 
dumped into a sizable cave entrance. 
That illusion of having found some-
thing going ended abruptly about 40 
meters inside, where debris again 
piled up. It was obvious this was 
not a place to be hanging out in the 
rainy season. Corey was a sturdy 
twenty-five-year-old West Virginian 
with a peculiarly laconic manner of 
speech who was gifted with a gum-
shoe sense for finding cave passage, 
as he would later prove in Cheve. 
The tree trunks inside the entrance 
had been moved against the wall 
as if pushed there by a whirlpool. 
A whirlpool meant that water was 
going somewhere. He dug into the 
gravel at the low point. A half-hour 
later sand began falling into a small 
hole and a puff of air bellowed up. 
Another half-hour and he had a 

lot of water sank underground in 
the rainy season. Where there should 
have been entrances carved by this 
water there were enormous debris 
piles with tree trunks jammed up 
against the headwall. Hackley gave 
abbreviated names to each of these 

Juniper Cave/CL6 profile after 
the April 13, 2017 trip.

Morgan Smith in the Juniper Tube. 
Nick Vieira.
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