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Tony Akers rigging Sótano de Mi Esperana, 
a 67-meter pit. Marion Akers.

illegal logging operations. Although 
we were defeated there, we left 
without getting arrested or hurt, and 
promptly changed gears and gained 
access to a neighboring municipality, 
San Juan Coatzospam, in an even-
higher-elevation area where different 
indigenous people live, the Mixtecs. 
They welcomed our group with 
open arms, hoping we could offer 
them something back, maybe a new 
water source found underground. 
In just two days of exploration, we 
found a cave, a 90-meter jungle pit, 
and future potential for exploration 
and friendship in a brand-new area. 

In 2017 we saw the harsh reali-
ties of the increasingly threatened 
cloud forest, the complex political 

and economic realities of unstable 
local governments and indigenous 
peoples in rapid evolution, and 
an anthropology study in action. 
Benjamin Feinberg, a professor of 
anthropology at Warren Wilson Col-
lege in Asheville, North Carolina, 
has written The Devil’s Book of Cul-
ture: History, Mushrooms, and Caves 
in Southern Mexico. He has come to 
the sierra continually since the early 
1990s and currently interacts with 
us as well, seeing and studying our 
connection with the Mazatec people 
and our equal desire to explore and 
find deep caves.

So far, we have documented 4946 
meters of vertical cave and 6803 
meters of horizontal passage. In 

addition to cave exploration, other 
projects were begun along the way, 
promoting water conservation, cul-
tural preservation, and reforestation 
efforts. We have received grants 
and donations from the National 
Speleological Society, the National 
Speleological Foundation, the Cen-
tral Indiana Grotto, Highline Rope, 
the Southern Colorado Mountain 
Grotto, and various individual 
contributions. Despite the many 
challenges, we want to continue our 
karst-exploration efforts, continue 
documentation on the flora and 
wildlife of the region, and continue 
promotion of reforestation and con-
servation through educational proj-
ects within the local communities.

Historia del Proyecto Sierra Mazateca

El Proyecto Sierra Mazateca ha estado explorando cuevas en el noreste de Oaxaca 
desde 1994. Enfocados en la zona del altiplano del Cerro Rabón y sus alrededores, han 
documentado cerca de 7 kilómetros de galerías subterráneas, 5 kilómetros de los cuales 
son verticales. Además de la exploración de cuevas, han establecido una campaña de 
relaciones públicas y proyectos de conservación




