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Dagobah is located on a private 
ranch, approximately 38 kilo-

meters from Sistema Pandora. The 
location is exciting, because the 
similarities between Dagobah and 
the Pandora region caves suggest a 
large subterranean aquifer extending 
throughout the Mahahual-Xcalak 
peninsula. Our team had been aware 
of the cenote for some years, but had 
been unable to gain permission to 
dive there. Peter Sprouse’s group 
helped us gain initial permission 
to the site, and both the landowner 
and caretaker are enthusiastic to 
learn where their cave system goes.

The first dive led us down a steep, 
tight, and unstable slope into a room 
filled with sulfide-rich water. While 
the slope has now been dug out a 
bit, a sidemount equipment con-
figuration is definitely preferable for 
this cave. The floor sediment in the 
entrance is lightly-packed microbial 
dust over bright orange clay and 
silts out visibility immediately. The 
clay stays suspended in the water 
for several days. At –15 meters, the 
cave opens into large chambers with 
diameters of 10 to20 meters. These 
chambers are filled with meters-
long speleothems whose surface is 
covered with tiny bush-like spikes 
and fuzzy microbial growth. Hydro-
gen sulfide and tannic water fill all 
regions of the cave between depths 
of 8 and 21 meters. As in the other 
Pandora region caves, the speleo-
thems are extremely fragile, and in 
some cases soft.

Over the course of four diving 
days, we surveyed 1.6 kilometers 

of cave at Dagobah, but the project 
is far from finished. It is a confus-
ing place, with the cave running up 
and down over collapses and foggy 
rooms, and then dropping down 

into salt water with clear visibility 
below –22 meters. Some areas are 
very tight and unstable, and some 
are large and solid. The most exciting 
day of exploration was the discovery 
of The Crack. The Crack is a vertical 
fracture in the cave floor beginning 
at –18 meters and dropping to about 
–22 meters. Sliding sideways through 
The Crack, we found ourselves in 
clear salt water at –22 to –24 meters. 
The cave changes characteristics 
entirely; the speleothems are stable 
and solid, the water is perfectly clear, 
and the floor has either dark gray, 
clay-like sediment or no sediment at 
all. This deeper second level of the 
cave does eventually lead up over 
sediment piles to rooms filled with 
water containing hydrogen sulfide 
and tannins. The lower floor has 

Marcelin Nebenhaus at a 
Fuzzy Wall. Natalie Gibb.




