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on the clay and have been undercut 
and subsequently dug up. Similarly, 
the stalagmitic mantle present on the 
cornices of the Grand Canyon and 
cut off at the time of the collapse 
of the upper gallery should give 
information on the age of this event.

Oxkutzcab; 20.27457°N 89.42023°E. 
Located two kilometers from 

Lotun, these two cavities open on the 
banks of a depression 100 meters in 
diameter located at an elevation of 
70 meters. The complex includes 190 
meters of galleries. A small, narrow 
descending gallery reaches a depth 
of 8 meters at the end of our visit. 
There is no air current, but the cav-
ity continues.

Cinco de Mayo; 20°13′5.12″N 
89°19′1.86″E. This cavity is lo-

cated near Akil. It was discovered 
about a year ago. The people have 

made numerous excavations and 
looted archaeological objects.

The cave opens at the foot of the 
escarpment of the fault of Ticul. A 
dug entrance leads after a descent 
of a few meters into the cave. This 
is horizontal and extends over 850 
meters. It is a string of large rooms 
separated by narrow spots located 

under collapses. Much remains to 
be explored in detail. Rooms are 
probably accessible by exploring the 
irregular blocks of breakdown that 
punctuate the cave. In our search for 
ancient sea levels this cave thus joins 
the cohort of caves that develop at 
the coast at +35 meters. Stalagmitic 
columns show traces of erosion due 
to water flows that are certainly 
conducive to sampling for dating 
purposes. On the archaeological 
level, some paintings, engravings, 
and negative hand printse are visible 
to several places in the cave.

Cueva Cascavel; 20°12′35.69″N 
89°12′30.91″E. The cavity is in the 

small wood behind the Tixcuytun 
cemetery. A small entrance of 1 meter 
in diameter protected by the remains 
of a gate opens on a descending cor-
ridor. The passage is 7 meters wide 
and 1.5 meters high. It stops at a 
collapse after about 40 meters. The 
continuation is on the left, where 
a short descent gives access to a 
narrow and labyrinthine network. 
Toward the north, the cave continues 
with intersections and narrowings 




