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for nearly 150 meters. The passage 
is low,less than 1.2 meters high, and 
2 to 7 meters wide. Exploration has 
been interrupted due to the high 
carbon dioxide content, but is worth 
pursuing.

In the south, the cave contains 
several Maya paintings and engrav-
ings. Recent markings fortunately 
spared the paintings. The passage 
intercepts the extension of the wide 
entrance gallery. A collapse, probably 
after Maya occupation, keeps the 
passage from connecting directly 
to the entrance. At this location the 
proximity of the entrance makes 
the air more breathable. The cavity 
continues south and deserves fur-
ther exploration. The total surveyed 
topographic length is 500 meters. 
The morphology of the galleries 
shows that the cave was formed in a 
submerged regime near a shore. The 
area is at an elevaton of 35 meters.

Yaaxnik. The Yaaxnik cave was 
discovered in the 1980s ac-

cidentally during the digging of a 
well. It was explored and mapped 
by Carlos Lazcano et al. in 1986. 
[See AMCS Activities Newsletter 
17,pages 150–154.] The cavity has 
since been visited sporadically by 
curious people who wanted to see 
the crystals. The looting described as 
catastrophic is actually quite limited 
and the beauty of the cavity overall 
preserved.

The cave opens at a depth of 50 
meters, 29 meters above the level 
of the water table at the bottom of 
the well 33 meters above sea level. 
As such, its exploration interested 
us in our search for paleo-marine-
level indices.

Two areas have surfaces of a few 
tens of square meters of dog-tooth 
spar and stalactites in the shape of a 
club characteristic of a partial flood-
ing of the cave. Collapses and more 

recent formations certainly obscure 
other similar areas. In addition, 
dried clay benches with drying silts 
show the existence of old flows. Two 

Yaaxnik.




