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samples of calcite were taken from 
the spar to date. The dating gives 
121 ± 1. 6 ka, which corresponds to 
the warm period of the Eemian but 
corresponds to the  formation of our 
location above the paleo base-level 
of the time. The cave includes 650 
meters of passage oriented north-
south. A strong current of air runs 
through it, suggestin a continuation 
to the north, that is to say towards 
the fault of Ticul, where it is reason-
able to postulate the exsurgence of 
the paleo-river.

Ak t u n  K i i k ;  2 0 ° 7 ′ 4 5 . 6 2 ″ N 
89°17′0.22″E. The cavity opens 

on the plateau of the serrita of Ticul 
about 7 kilometers as the crow flies 
in the south of Tekax. In 2015, we 
carried out a reconnaissance of this 
cave, which we surveyed in 2016. 
A pit 20 meters in diameter and 10 
meters deep gives access to a plat-
form and walls built by the ancient 
Maya. It is followed by a descent 
into the breakdown that leads to 
a room 20 meters in diameter. The 
trace of water flows is visible and 
forms the small dry river that is en-
gulfed in a narrow, descending part 
backfilled by dirt. The continuation 
is a winding gallery of 2 to 6 meters 
wide, where one progresses most of 
the time bent in two. The passage 
ends in breakdown. Clearing would 
give easy access to more of the cave. 
Traces of flow are visible throughout 
the passage, which serves as collector 
during heavy rains. The presence of 
CO2 makes exploration difficult. So 
far, the cave is 560 meters of long, 
with a depth of 16 meters. The el-
evation of the entrance is 90 meters.

Nohoch Actun; 20°50′35.82″N 
87°41′9.17″E. The cavity is lo-

cated about 2500 meters southeast 
of X’can. Nohoch Aktun means gi-
ant cave. In reality it is a cavity that 
does not exceed 300 meters of de-
velopment. A small entrance opens 
onto a downstairs room 10 meters 
wide and less than 2 meters high. 
A chicane passage between several 
massive Maya walls leads to a large 
hall. The lower part of the room is 
interesting. Indeed, it has a filling 
consisting of, first, a layer of float-
ing calcite debris forming a “sand” 
hill This formation assumes that the 

Yaaxnik.




