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Proyecto Espeleológico Sistema 
Huautla (PESH) was launched 

in 2014 as the renewed speleological 
project in the caves of the Huautla 
subterranean drainage basin east 
of the city of Huautla de Jiménez, 
Oaxaca, Mexico. NSS cavers discov-
ered the caves there in 1966. PESH 
is an official NSS Project, carries the 
flag of The Explorers Club on its 
expeditions, and publishes in the 
Association for Mexican Cave Studies 
Activities Newsletter, the NSS News, 
and The Explorers Journal. Cavers 
from many countries have par-
ticipated in Huautla caving through 
the years, including: USA, Mexico, 
Canada, England, Australia, Poland, 
Romania, France, Germany, Nether-
lands, Switzerland, and more. 

The 2017 expedition was the 
fourth annual expedition of a 
planned series of ten. All of our ob-
jectives were met. Sistema Huautla 
is now 78.3 kilometers (48.6 miles) 
long, 1560 meters deep (5,117 feet), 
ranks as the deepest cave in the 
Western Hemisphere, a distinction 
it has held off and on for fifty years, 
and is the ninth deepest cave the 
world. It was the eighth deepest cave 
in the world until recently, when a 
new cave, Veryovkina in Abkhazia, 
Republic of Georgia, was explored 
to a depth of 2204 meters, the new 
world’s deepest cave. Several ar-
ticles in this issue cover the 2017 
expedition.

PESH has a long list of expedi-
tion objectives for spring 2018. 

Top among them are to continue 
in the La Grieta section of Sistema 
Huautla, exploring and mapping 
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