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farther from Camp 3 in the 
northernmost part of the 
system and Camp 4, over 
600 meters deep. Good cave 
photographers have signed 
up to participate and will 
add to the growing collec-
tion of publishable photos 
for a planned coffee-table-
type book at the conclusion 
of the project. Sótano de 
Agua de Carrizo will be 
rigged and re-explored for 
the first time in forty years. 
This 843-meter-deep cave is 
known to lie very close to a 
section of Sistema Huautla, 
and a connection will be at-
tempted both from this cave 
and by cavers in La Grieta at 
the same time. While relocat-
ing the entrance to Carrizo in 
2017 to get an accurate GPS 

location, two other enticing entrances 
were discovered in its vicinity. These 
will be explored in 2018. 

Other 2018 objectives include 
continuing with our community 
outreach with hopes of obtaining 
permission to enter caves in areas 
where the locals have spiritual beliefs 
about the caves. PESH also now has 
a Mexican social scientist onboard, 
Amalia Montoya, an anthropologist 
who is researching Mazatec beliefs 
about caves. 

A Mexican biological collecting 
permit has been requested and 
specimens collected will be sent to 
Dr. Oscar Francke, with whom we 
have worked for thirty-five years. 
Fernando Hernandez, a PESH caver 
originally from Monterrey, Mexico, 
is now in graduate school in geol-
ogy and is planning to do his field 
research in Sistema Huautla.
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Introducción a PESH 2017 y Planes para 2018

Introducción y antecedentes del Proyecto Espeleológico 
Sistema Huautla. El Sistema Huautla es la cueva más 
profunda en el Hemisferio Occidental (y la novena 
más profunda en el mundo), con 1560 metros de pro-
fundidad y 78.3 kilómetros de longitud después de 
la expedición 2017. Recientemente la expedición se 
ha enfocado en la sección de La Grieta, donde se han 
realizado descubrimientos importantes. Los planes 
para el 2018 incluyen Sótano de Agua de Carrizo, con 
843 metros de profundidad y no visitado desde 1978, 
y se buscará conectarlo con el sistema. Adicionalmente 
a la exploración se continuará con el contacto con la 
comunidad y proyectos científicos.




