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Pixan Bel

Garra de Jaguar
(Jaguar Claw)

Chango Místico

Sistema Texcoco

PAAMUL AREA CAVES - March 2018Paamul area caves in March 2018

Jessica Gordon navigating through the stunning 
formations in Pixan Bel. Sean Lewis.

water. Ben and I continued mapping 
the first large dry room, while Ben-
jamin and Rory continued mapping 
the second entrance. Sean and Leah 
ventured onward and started map-
ping another collapsed sinkhole, 
the third. Intermittent rains from 
Tropical Storm Franklin continued 
throughout the day.

When Ben and I had finished 
mapping our room and tied into 
Benjamin and Rory’s survey, we 
went ahead to join Sean and Leah 
and decide where we should start 
mapping next. Ben and I started near 
a passage with low airspace. We left 
our tubes on the land before the low 
airspace, then belly-crawled in the 
water over the sharp calcite rafts 
while navigating through the maze 
of stalactites in the low-airspace 
passage. This quickly opened up 
into a large room. Ben and I mapped 
the large island and surrounding 
water passages. Benjamin and Rory 
eventually passed us, went through a 
belly-crawl on dry land, and started 
mapping where the guideline ended.

Meanwhile, Peter led Amy Mor-
ton, Andy Edwards, Bev Shade, Crit 

Salaz, Chad Pedigo, Dror 
“Lucky” Benary, Kristen 
Levy, Mary Hicks, Pat-
rick Roberson, and Rachel 
Adams through the rainy 
jungle to Pixan Bel. After 
they set up their camp, 
some of them helped Sean 
and Leah finish mapping 
their area, while the other 
teams went to fill in the gap 
between where Ben and 
I and Benjamin and Rory 
were mapping.

We returned to the Horno 
camp for dinner. Our one 
camp kitchen had multi-
plied into three so no one 
had to wait long for hot wa-
ter. The rain from Tropical 
Storm Franklin had created 
many drips into the cave 
that enabled us to collect 
fresh rainwater for drinking 
and cooking.

The next day Rachel Ad-
ams, a Texas A&M Univer-
sity PhD student, sampled 
tree roots in Pixan Bel and 
six other caves in the area. 




