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We awoke to find just one 
scorpion in the collection 

bag. The large scorpion had killed 
and eaten the small scorpion. Cait 
and Fernando made the team a deli-
cious breakfast. They had planned to 
make chilaquiles, but Fernando did 
not approve of Cait’s chip and salsa 
selections. Peter was eager to cook 
sausage, so they decided to make 
a sausage-and-egg scramble with 
chips and salsa on the side. 

The group then headed south to 
find a spring at San Graciano that El 
Gallo and others had mentioned. We 
turned right out of the gate, follow-
ing the only road. When we stopped 
at a ranch along the way to make 
sure hadn’t gone too far, we were 
surprised to be greeted at the gate by 
Tomás. He and the ranch keeper he 
was helping that morning stopped 
what they were doing and followed 
us by mule and horse down the road 
farther to the San Graciano ranch, 
providing an introduction to the 
several ranch workers there.

This ranch had a pila, a large, 
round water reservoir with walls 1 
meter thick and 2 meters tall. The pila 
had been built about one hundred 
years ago, according to the ranch 
manager, and neatly whitewashed. 
We followed Tomás on a trail that 
passed the pila and continued to 
the left of the ranch house. We hike 
a few kilometers, gradually making 
our way up along karst limestone 
and lush plants, how the Barton 
Creek Greenbelt in Austin might 
look without invasive species and 
thousands of visitors each summer 
day beating down a path. We made 
our way to the ojo de agua, which had 
a small concrete spring-box built 
surrounding the spring’s opening. 
This small, steady spring in the West 
Nueces and Fredericksburg geologi-
cal members is the sole water source 
for ranches in this valley of the Sierra 
del Burro through a long plastic pipe 
that makes its way downhill.

Each person set to work. Peter 
gravitated toward the spring, Jessica 
pulled out her dip net, Fernando 
immediately climbed straight up the 
cliff face over the spring, Ken found 
a side path up the cliff, Cait began 
sifting through spring samples, and 
Dylan kicked off his shoes and found 
the perfect place to sit, observe, 
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