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MEXICO NEWS

Compiled by Peter Sprouse

Chihuahua
On 24 February 2019, Dr. Rodolfo 

Martínez, owner of El Hundido in 
Jiménez, Chihuahua, died in the 
famous pit. The brake on his winch 
system apparently failed. His body was 
recovered from the 178-meter-deep 
pit the following day. El Hundido is a 
spectacular pit that drops into a lake that 
is 120 meters across and of unknown 
depth (AMCS Activities Newsletter 
32). Dr. Martínez had constructed 
a gantry across the pit entrance and 
mounted a huge diesel engine on it. This 
powered a water pump for extracting 
water, and also a winch for lowering 
people in a “capsula”. The capsula was 
made from an oil drum with a cone cap 

over it to protect the occupant from 
falling rocks.

Source: Peter Sprouse

Coahuila
In May 2018, a team searched 

for caves around Cerro Colorado, 
an igneous intrusion surrounded by 
limestone in the northwestern Sierra 
del Burro. A small shelter, Cueva 
los Nogales, was found to contain 
pictographs and a ceiling blackened by 
smoke.

Source: Peter Sprouse

Jalisco
John Pint has an article on Cueva 

de los Monos in the English-language 
Mexico News Daily. This beautifully 

decorated but difficult to reach cave 
is located in the protected Sierra de 
Manantlán Biosphere Reserve.

Source: https://mexiconewsdaily.
com/mexicol i fe/a-hard-hike-to-
jaliscos-most-beautiful-cave/

Michoacán
In 2015, Cinthia Marlene Campos 

did an initial visit to Cueva de la 
Huachizca in Salvador Escalante, 
Michoacán. It is located in a cloud 
forest at 2300 meters elevation. It 
is a basalt cave formed by a cooling 
crack. She was only able to explore 25 
meters in at that time due to lack of 
equipment. In 2016 she returned with 
Chris Lloyd, Luis Rojas, and Alejandro 
Valdes-Herrera to explore and map the 
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