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Puebla
At the beginning of Mexpé 2015, 

Mi Cueva was found on the east flank 
of Cerro Zinzintepetl, near the village 
of Tequixtepec. After three exploration 
trips, a 100 meters pit was descended, 
reaching a depth of 230 meters. In 
parallel, another entrance was explored, 
named Nuestra Cueva. It connected in 
the bottom third of the 100 meters pit 
in Mi Cueva. At the bottom of that pit, 
a river passage was explored, eventually 
stopping the team at a siphon at –270 
meters. The resulting system was named 
Sistema Colectiva. A third entrance 
near Mi Cueva was explored and soon 
connected to Mi Cueva as well.

Farther to the south, another cave 
was discovered in a dolina. Named 
Cueva de las Chicas, this cave was 
explored and led to a connection with 
Sistema Colectiva in the main passage 
at the bottom of the 100-meter pit. As 
the 2015 expedition reached its end, 
this cave remained rigged due to having 
two good leads to return to.

In 2018, Mexpé base camp was set 
up in Tequixtepec. The first objective 
in Sistema Colectiva was to check 
the two leads left in Cueva de las 
Chicas in 2015. While relocating this 
entrance in the dense jungle, two more 
entrances were found. One of them, a 
horizontal entrance blowing good air 
and named Cueva de los Chicos led to 
a connection, after about 500 meters, 
with the terminal passage in Mi Cueva 
at a depth of 270 meters. 

In Cueva de las Chicas, finally 
relocated, exploration of the first of the 
two leads, a muddy and awkward fossil 
passage, eventually led to a connection 
with Mi Cueva. Unfortunately it was 
upstream of the terminal sump. The 
second lead was checked, and it led to 
a connection with Cueva de los Chicos 
by means of a tricky, unstable shaly pit 
that dropped the team into the main 
river just before its connection with Mi 
Cueva.

One last lead was checked: the 
second entrance discovered early on in 
the expedition. It turned out to be a 30 
meters pit that soon connected with 

Cueva de las Chicas.
Over two expeditions, Sistema 

Colectiva, albeit quite modest 
compared to nearby Sistema Tepepa 
(28 kilometers) reached a length of 3.45 
kilometers with a depth of 279 meters. 
It seems unlikely to grow. However, 
a few hundred meters southwest of 
Sistema Colectiva, various dolinas were 
noticed toward the end of the 2018 
expedition. These dolines, in addition 
to some other caves being explored 
near the village of Tequixtepec, warrant 
another exploration camp—possibly a 
Mexpé 2020?

Source: Sous Terre 27, 2018. 
Summarized from French by Yvonne 
Droms.

Querétaro
Cavers with the Grupo Espeleológico 

de Queretaro have explored Sótano de 
Rendita in northeastern Querétaro to a 
depth of 142 meters. They were joined 
by two groups from Portugal, Alto 
Relevo Clube de Montanhismo and 
Grupo de Espeleologia e Montanha de 
Aveiro, along with the Mexican group 
Luna Vertical.

Source: Paulo Campos




