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BEYOND THE SUMP EXPEDITIONS 2018
 

Return to the Cueva de la Peña Colorada

by Andreas Klocker with input from Adam Haydock, Alejandra Mendoza, Chris Jewell, 
Fernando Hernandez, Gilly Elor, Matt Vinzant, Teddy Garlock, and Zeb Lilly

Sistema Huautla in Oaxaca is one 
of the world’s most spectacular deep 
caves. It is currently 1,560 meters 
deep and about 85 kilometers long. 
The most downstream part is known 
as Sump 9, or “The Mother of all 
Sumps” that had been discovered on 
an expedition led by Bill Stone in 1994 
(AMCS Activities Newsletter 21). It 
was only in 2013 that cavers returned 
to Sump 9 on a British expedition 
organized by Chris Jewell. On that 
trip Jason Mallinson and Chris Jewell 
pushed Sump 9 to a depth of 81 
meters at 440 meters penetration, with 
the underwater tunnel barreling off to 
greater depths (AMCS Bulletin 21).

One of the great mysteries of 
Sistema Huautla is its connection to 
the active resurgence in the Santo 
Domingo canyon some 10 kilometers 
away. This resurgence has been 
confirmed by dye tracing and has been 

the subject of several expeditions, 
each of which has increased the 
known length of the cave and reduced 
the gap from the end of the line in 
Sistema Huautla’s Sump 9. In 2001, 
Jason Mallinson and Rick Stanton 
explored and surveyed the underwater 
resurgence for just over one kilometer 
to an airbell where a passage was seen 
heading off 10 meters above water 
level, but the upstream continuation 
of the underwater river remained a 
mystery (AMCS Activities Newsletter 
25).

In 2016, Andreas Klocker and 
Zeb Lilly started Beyond the Sump 
Expeditions to continue Bill Stone’s 
efforts to connect Sistema Huautla 
with its resurgence. In both 2016 and 
2017, the main goal of the expedition 
was to continue exploration in the 
Huautla Resurgence, and find the 
way on from where Jason Mallinson 

got to in 2001. While both these 
expeditions significantly increased 
the length of this cave, finding some 
of the most spectacular cave passages 
in this region, the main way on was 
complex. Following the underwater 
continuation towards Sistema Huautla 
remained elusive (AMCS Activities 
Newsletters 40 and 41). Consequently 
the 2018 expedition focused on 
Cueva de la Peña Colorada, which 
is hypothesized to be the overflow 
resurgence to Sistema Huautla, and 
hence could provide a short-cut 
connecting into Sistema Huautla 
between the known upstream system 
and its resurgence.  

The 1984 Peña Colorada 
Expedition

Over three months in 1984, a 
team led by Bill Stone explored Peña 

A schematic showing the main underwater leads which are thought to connect Sistema huautla with its resurgence. The left shows Sistema Huautla 
reduced to the quickest way to reach Sump 9 from the surface, via the Fools Day extension in San Agustín. The right shows both Sump 7 in the 

Cueva de la Peña Colorada and the Huautla Resurgence.




