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this remote sump. So now our plan 
was to return to Sump 7 and continue 

exploration toward Sistema Huautla. 

Assembling the Team
One of the big challenges of 

exploring a cave such as Cueva de la 
Peña Colorada is to put together a 
team with the right skill set. For a cave 
such as the Cueva de la Peña Colorada, 
a large team of support divers was 
necessary to put a very small team of 
exploration divers into the final sump. 
The support divers would need to 
have extensive experience in both dry 
caving and cave diving. They had to be 
able to deal with techniques used to 
ascend and descend ropes on vertical 
drops in dry parts of the cave, have 
plenty of endurance to keep hauling 
gear down a 700 meter deep canyon, 5 
kilometers into a cave, on trips which 
would sometimes would last more 

than a week underground. The need 
for a large team of support divers with 
caving and cave diving experience is 
rare, as not many caves have passages 
beyond sumps as extensive as those in 
Peña Colorada.

The push divers needed all the 
qualifications of the support divers, 
plus the ability to do long and deep 
exploration dives. Survey data show 
that Sump 7 in the Cueva de la Peña 
Colorada and Sump 9 in Sistema 
Huautla are at the same vertical level 
within survey errors, pointing towards 
the possibility of Sump 7 being very 
long and deep. Finally, surface support 
team members were needed to manage 
local politics, interactions with local 
residents, and translating.

Luckily the full crew of the 2017 
expedition to the Huautla Resurgence 
returned in 2018, meaning several 
people on the trip with previous 
experience of caving in this region 

were on the trip. In addition, a large 
group of cavers from the UK and 
Ireland came along, most of who are 
part of the UK’s Cave Diving Group 
(CDG) and have extensive experience 
in working beyond sumps. Several 
cave divers from Florida joined, very 
experienced in diving Florida’s long 
and deep springs, but quite new to 
dry caving techniques. The team was 
topped off by several strong cavers 
from Canada and Poland. As in 
previous years, this expedition could 
not have happened without the help 
of Alejandra Mendoza, who dealt with 
local politics and the locals for us, 
assisted by Alma Estrada Rodríguez, 
a school teacher in Huautla, and 
Fernando Hernández, a Mexican 
working on his master’s degree in the 
US.

A close-up map of the region with pins showing Loma Grande, the base for the 2018 expedition, and both the main and canyon entrances of the 
Cueva de la Peña Colorada.




