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strictly vertical, which provides great 
practice with vertical techniques. 
Exploring vertical caves also exposes 
cavers to the dangers of rocks being 
jarred loose and in these vertical caves 
it is difficult to get out of the fall zone. 
Several pits that we explored in the 
area already had bolts, but we had not 
been able to discover any evidence of 
them having been mapped or even 
the location entered in the database.  
That is a shame as cavers for years 

have been trying to maintain and do 
constantly update a database of all 
known (reported) caves in Mexico.  It is 
important to update the record to save 
someone else from repeating tasks.

For several days we were socked 
in by clouds, which made for wet 
hiking. Having a second pair of boots 
was nice so you’d have dry footwear 
in camp. Snake gaiters were helpful 
for protection against the lechuguilla. 
Some of us found hiking poles to be 

very helpful on the rough karst. Long 
pants, long sleeves, and gloves also 
helped to reduce perforations. 

Peter and Matt went to map a lead on 
central North Borracho Mesa known 
as 14 Seconds of Clatter. Along the 
way they stopped at a pit that had been 
discovered the previous day by Ben and 
Carrie Hutchins that was described as 
7 meters deep. Matt walked right by 
it while he was absorbed looking at 
the navigation app on his phone. So 
we named it Distracted Hiking Pit. 
At the bottom of the entrance pitch 
there was an offset drop continuing 
down that required some clearing of 
loose rocks. That allowed entry into a 
squeeze, where a deviation got them a 
free-hang to the bottom. The floor was 
about 2 meters by 5 meters, with a tight 
2 meter drop off one end that didn’t go. 
The cave was 22 meters deep.

The 14 Seconds of Clatter lead 
did sound good, so Matt set a bolt at 
the 1-meter diameter entrance and 
rappelled in. He set a second bolt 17 
meters down, at which point they were 
out of time for the day. The next day 
they continued in surveying, but as 
Matt went deeper, the air turned bad. 
They bailed without reaching bottom, 
and headed to another pit lead. It’s 
likely 14 Seconds of Clatter had been 
bottomed previously since old bolts 
were seen in it. We need to return to 
finish mapping it.
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Matt above the second drop in Distracted 
Hiking Pit.  Peter Sprouse.

Barbara outside of Pozo Violinista. Peter Sprouse.




