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so progress was a bit slow. The team 
reached about fifty meters and station 
8 just above the 90-meter main shaft. 
Arriving at that station, the team found 
a polished slope that wanted to pull 
your dangling pack down into the pit, 
but by moving carefully one can reach a 
sitting area at the cusp of the top of the 
slope. The trip took 14 hours total. On 

the hike back, dew on the agave plants 
sparkled in the moonlight as if they 
were glowing.

The second trip included Ken, Cait, 
and Paul. They quickly made it to station 
8 and Paul rigged beyond while Ken 
sketched. The bottom of the main pit 
is a complex area branching into three 
passages and includes a complex “raised 

stage” with a stone wall around it, and a 
7-meter tall, 2-meter diameter broken 
obelisk canted precariously onto a wall. 
A notable feature is that three drainage 
areas all converge here; that is, there are 
two domes of about 50-meter height in 
addition to the main pit, which might 
explain the complex triple branching 
passages, the raised stage, and perhaps 
also the existence of the obelisk.

 Ken advanced to the top of station 
RA23 and dropped a rope down. 
He saw some lost vice grips Ron had 
mentioned below, however, as he 
attempted to descend a man-sized rock 
began to roll. Bracing it with his hip, 
Ken pulled up the rope and then let the 
boulder fall, directly onto the vice grips. 
Oh well.

The team them moved to RA18 
and considered adjusting the passage. 
At this time the potential fall path of 
the obelisk, which Ken named “Cait’s 
Concern,” was between the area of 
activity and egress, so the team was 
careful about where to stand and fully 
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