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Baster Trip Reportis

Sétanc de la Tinaja by John Fish

Over the Easter vacation, David McKenzie, John Fish, Ross Felton, /am Ed
Alexandeyr headed for the Cludad Valles area to continme mapping Sotano de
la Tinaj;a, and check a few other caves in the area. In Valles we located
Mr. Martinez (in a hotel?) who was very interested in the map that David
had drawn up (eospecially the lakes), Altogether an additional mile of the
cave was mapped, including the 1826 foot long entrance passage, the entrance
sink, the downstream passage and connecting loop, the pit, Collin®s passage,
and part of the water passage s hundred feet from the entrance, Tinaja now
reaches a depth of 455 feet and has about 13,300 fi. of surveyed passage,
makcing it the longest mapped cave in Mexico, Only the water passage at the
entrance remains to be completed., We did uncover a mystery in that when I
entered the supposedly unexplored pit al the end of ths entrance passage,
there wore foolprints and an old Mexican belt,

On the morning of our fourth day in Tinaja, we gladly packed our gear and
lefte At ths surface, we wet Charlie and Sugzy & company, who decided to

map in the water passage. After a delicious meal in Valles we headad east
to the eastern side of the El Abra range. We saw many caves as we drove
along, including the spectacular Ventana Jabal{ entrance, but were unable :
to vi;it. Cueva de la Seiba, After stopping briefly at Taninul #4, we drove
to Sotano de San Raphael de los Castros north of Mante, This strange cave
had two entrances and a pit bslow the breakdown of the entrance nit,

On the afternoon of our last day, we went to Bee Cave (north of Chamal)
after being lost for hours (our guids Ed should take lessons from Ching-
chook)s The entrance is about 120 ft, by 80 .ft, and about 320 feet deep.
Due to lack of time we collectsd fauna here and reluctantly left for Austin,
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by James Reddell

1l went salamander collecting, I got 10 salamanders, dJanie went with me,
To caves, In Kendall, Comal, and Val Verde Cos, No new caves were dis-

covered., We saw the owner of Four Mile Cave for the very first time in
12 yesars, He was rich and friendly., We had 2 good time. The caves were

grovelldy,



(?) by Charlis Jennings ®

Dennis Barrett and I arrived in El Paso after an uneventful trip on Thirsty
Thursday which proceeds Good Friday Jjust before Siesta Saturday sometime
after Maundy Monday and Ash Wednesday, when Jupiter is in the equinox and it's
some time arocund Easter and all the little bunnies are laying the pretty
colorcd eggs that they do that time of year,

Right away we discovered that we were famous, The editor of the E1l Paso
newspaper had printed all the lies Dennis told him in the letter that he had
written to find out about the mysterious caverns south of Juarez. I must
admit that it looked pretiy good in print. (Our apologies to the actual
discoverers of Pierre San Marting the inventors of the aqua lung, Benjamin
Frankling the conquerors of Mr. Everest and Yurl Gagarin,)

We were lounging around the house when the telephone rang. Dennis answered
ity thinking that it might be the telephone, It was a caving type God=send.
A veritable miracle, In ten thousand words or more the nice man explained
that he knew where the cave was and that he had, his very ocwnself, been in
sald caverne He also explained that he was the sole support of his mother,
who was an invalid because she had raised twentye-seven children single
handedly because her husband was a mercenary for the Bolivian air foree and
could only get leave every nine months or so. The poor fellow almost short
circuited the telephone telling Dennis how his picture posteard businsss had
gone down hill since the new government came to power. The upshot of the
hole thing was that we couldn®t afford a guide, Pity. |

Not to be discouraged we decided to find some caves onour own. Leavirg the
house at night @norder to spot the caves by their fluttering bat colonies)
we parked the car in the Park Rite lot just this side of the bridge, and

packed the rest of the way in, We were both traveling light (only about
five dollars each) and made good time, Having heard many tales of strange
and horrible cave diseases that could be contracted in Mexico we decided to
stop at a convienient way station for soms medicine, We then pushed on,
after taking our medicine like little men, keeping ever alert for the vast
clouds of bats that we expected to see any mimte. (You have to watech out
for those bats, or they?ll fly in your hair,) We discussed the medieine
that we had inoculated ourselves with and came to the decision that another
ounce of prevention or two wouldn®t hurt us a bit, Still looking for the
bats, Perhaps a teeny bit more vacecine? You see any bats? Medicine tims.
Bats? Just another litile droppy, huh? What are we looking for? I don't
remember, Must be some terrible cave disease, Off to the hospital for some
rest and extended medication, Whoopeset

An uneventful {and much lighter) return trip to Austin was accomplished.

* Against my better Judgement, I printed this article unedited, I suspect
nany trips like this one have occurred but have just never reached ocur
Newsletter, Thanks Charlie,
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Pesrsons: DBod Burmett, Ernest Garza, Ted Peters, Terry Rainss, Philip
Winsborough

Dates 6-11 April 1966

Destinations Xilitla area

Reported by:s Terry Raines

After an hour of getting organised our group left Anstin at 6 P.M.

Wednesday afternoom, Accompaning us were Chip Carmsy and Don Erickson

who were toride as far as Ciudad Valles where they were to expleore Cueva

de Monteclillos, While passing through Laredo we picked up Ermest Garza,

a caver from Corpus Christi, who had been waiting patiently for several
hours, With our group complete we contimmed south erriving in Valles some-
time Thursday morning., After stopping briefly to talk to the pecple in Ed
Alexander®s Landrover who we mst in town, we began the main cbjective of ocur
trip which was making a road log from Ciudad Valles to Tamasunchale and then
wost to Abmacatlan, It took most of the afternoon to get to the Rio Moctesuma
where upon we reiraced our routs as far as Huichihueyan, From this small
town we forded the river to the west and went & coupls of more miles ¢to the
- beauntiful Hacimiento del Rio Huichibmsyan where we spent the night,

Mt and early Friday morning found us beginning ths second stsp of cur
objestive which was to log the road west from the Inter-imerican Highway

through X1litlas and on to Ahuascatlan, By noon we had progressed all the
way past Ahvacatlan and wore ready to return to Xilitls for lunch, On ths
way back we ook seweral altimeter reedings and marveled at the geologic
wonders Nature had performed., Also we threw rosks in S6tano de Sam Antonio.
That afterncon we retraced back sast a little more to the Tlamaye turmeff
and logged the rough road to Tlamsys, Arrivimg in Tleamayas, we received a
warm reception from the younger generation amd gt@ppd at a local store for
refroghment and mews. We lsarned of a nesrby sotano and so thirty mimtes
after dark found Ernosio and Ted prusiking out of a 200 foot deep pit,
Quickly gathering our gear in the growing darkmess, we returned te Tlamaya
an:i:hendroﬂtonmhodoﬂnumﬂnﬁﬂamnmspontmmghtonth@
PatdOo:

Saturday morning we decided te try amd locate Cueva de Tlamaya, a reportedly
horizontal cave in the village of Tlamays, Shortly we found a guide who
took us right to the cave which was only a fow hundred from where the main
roed enters Tlamays, We desscended the 15 foot climbable entrance drop and
found the cave to be mush as Jim Moran had deseribed it two years earlier,
From the entrance you “enter a room 100 fset long, 50 feet wide, and 15 fest
high and at the faer Jsft end of which is a pit dropping approximately 140
feet.. At the bottom of this pit is a 40 foot ecircular gravel-floored room
into which all the water drains and there ere no lsads.,® We found the de~-.
soription to be tirue except for the last part where Jim says the cave emds,
By going through a short crawlway at the far end of the circular gravel-
floored room Ted was abls te climb down & 23 foot drop, comtinue borizemtally
for a short distanes, then elimb up to another drop. This last drop proved
to be 37 feet desp and leoad to threo passages that besame too amall to negow
tiate after a short déstamce, Totel surveyed depth of this cave is 316 feet,
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We lsft Cusva de Tlamgya sbout 2 o%lock in the afterncon snd drove o
Xilitlsg arriving in time to witness the Easter celebrations complete with

g veligious pareds. That svening was spent enjoying a dinmer in a restsurant.
The night was spent camped baside the road just below Sétano de San Antonio.

We awcks et b LoM. Sundsy morming in time to teke Philip o the bus stalion
to catoh the 6:30 bus to Cuidad Valles, He had not been fesling well for =
coupls of dgys and hed decided to lsave for home sarly, The rest of us
hiked on down to Cueva de la Selva, located in the botiom of the vallsy below
Sotano de San Antonloy, to map the gave., This ezve is quite large, the
entrance room measures 500 feet long, 200 feel wide and over 100 fect high,
it required all norning 1o map the cave, With our work gt this cave
compieted we trudged back up the mountain to the patiently waiting Chevwy
pickup and drove to Xilitla, FHere we got on the recently cocmpleted Arroyo
3eco highway and drove 2 few miles out of town to Cusva del Salitre., Hiking
wn from the rosed for sbout 7 mile, we arrived at the entrance and were
thoroughly impressed. We spent the next 2 % hours surveying cver 11006 feet
ard never got out of the entrancef Alsc discovered in the ceove was g pit
at least 100 fsst in diameter and betwesn 150 and 200 fest deep. Due to ths
lack of tlme we were unable to explere it. Hurriedly returning to ths itruck,
e contimed on down the new road, making the rosd log as we went., The drive
aslong Arroyc Seco proved 1o be very spsetacular, Cave entrancss were ssen
in the ¢liffs on both sides of the erroyo amd in the mountains sbove soveral
sreas of closed drainage and pits were observede AL ons point & ¢liff at
the adge of the Toad dropped sheer for over 1000 feot inits the botiton of
ArTOyo Seto. With further explorations this area will produce many lazgs
and deep cevess We errived at the Ric Huichihunayen a3 the sunm set behind
the high mountains to the west snd afier takinz 2 bath continued on to
Calded Vallas, Thers we spent some time in e local c¢afe then contimed
on towards homoe
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Easter Trip to Mexico by Bill Russell

Cver the Egsier holidagys Dolorss Gareé'se Carol Westmoreland, Bill Russell,
and Jim Melsain{ from ASM ) went to Mexioo to visii caves and finish the read
log between Monlerrey and Vietoria, The first night we campsd at Ssbinas
dildago beside ths Rioc Segbimas, The nexl morning we drove south through
Moaterrey to Cueva de la Bosa ( Gruta de Sgniiege )o This impressive cave
had an entrance which is sboul 100 by 100 feet, and one can follew a lavge
passage back to a & by 4 foot towsr extending 110 unsupported feet io &

ledge and unexplored upper levels. Except during the holidays, miners ers a%
work in this cave day and night, From La Bocs we drove south 1o Monmtsmorelos
and then followed the road west through the camyon of the Rio Pelon to
Rayones, vislting Cusva de Chorros de Agua on the way. The next day we road
dogged south to Victoria and visited 2 cave that is a shrine to the Virzin
of Guadslups. The cave is entersd through a church and one passsge of ths
cave was almost blosked by discarded crutches and casts of those cursd 2% the

shrine, The next day we visited Huasteca canyon and Grutas de Garcla bsfore
returning to Austin,



Easter —«- April 6, 7, 8, 9o 10, 11, 1966 By Chip Carney

On the evening of April 6, 1966, a Wednesday, Terry Ralnes, Robert "Ronnie®
Barnett, Phil Winsbrough, Ted Peters, Don Erickson, and Chip Carney crawled
aboard the mighty FooFoo and chugged south, Four and a half hours later

w9 stormed lLarado., Thers we mel Ermest Gearza who had come in from Corpus
Christi. The formalities of Mexican cusioms was a bresze - 14 minutss.
Southi{ Eight hours out of Big"A® put us in Monterroy. There wa stopped and
ates AllL through the night we laborsd south. Daylight caught us in the hills
south of Victoria, At about 10 a.ms FooFco paused at the ides of the read
473 km, north of Mexico City and ejected two burdsned cavers. Don and I
holsted our packs and headed into the boonles, DlMcKenzie®s threes year old pace
and compass location map took us into the jungle. Much swesat later, we

found the arroyo. Following the map we located Cueva de Leon, There we set
up camp, After a long rest we contimued down .the arroyo to its end and the
Sotano de Momtecillos. The entrance is very impressive. The arroyo ends in
a8 sheer ¢liff aboul 150 feetl highs All the water tokes a 45 foot drop down

e small hole about 50 x 75 feetivwide. ( see the AMCS Newsletisr Vol i, Ko 3
page 31 for the description of the cave } Don and I took a quick look at the
passage to the weste Then we went east to the big drop, Don tied in and went

over to look et the drop, The slick flowstone prevenisd smy worthwhile
inspectliofi withecut equipment, The drop locked scco big-and we were soce tired

from the fun of backpacking in that we called it a day.

Back al damp ws ats a big meal and sacked ont, The next morning we mapped the
arroyo down to the 58tano e 125k feet, We then mapped -0 feet doun the main
west passsge. AL that point the passage contimued as a nice watsr erawlway,
but we dida't go at 2li, o pansed for an hour and washed the mud off the
tape, Then we stomped back to camp for suppsr. The next day we did the
drop, It was ecbout 140 feet desp (by measuring the rope)., 4s one rappslled
down it was possible to travemse to the north t0 a natural bridge about 2/3
ths way dowme . From there the way was down the rops down the well until

the wall ended 10 feet above o lake., It was possible to swing out and down
to breakdoun. A passage, water floorsd, took off o the nozrtheast, It was
approxinstely 75 feot wide with a 20 to 25 feot ceiling, We went down the
passage aboul 250 fest until the breakdouwn and mud bank along ths west wall
excisd. Ths passage appsared to continue. The water conteined a maltituds

of blind fish, some of the largest that I have ever seen, Ve also saw many
large erayfish on the bottam of the lake, Eyespot refleciions of the flash-
light beam were observed in gll of the crayfish. |

Going up had its own special charm, I held the rope whils Don prusiked out
over the water, He had no trouble at all. Howsver, there was no one to hold
the rope for me, I cliimbed the biggest rock I could find and startsd ups
I got most of the streich out of the rope before the elastic shuck of the
rope pulled me off of the rockes Out and down I swung, It looked ok thoughy
1 was still a foot above the water. Snapi The rope shifited high on the flowe
stone slope and gave me ten more feet of slacko, Thus I wes given the chance .
to ses if jumars would work under watewe They do «== darm fast as a matter

of fact, espescially amid loud rantings and ravings, The wator were weti!!

About 25 feet down from the top of the drop I saw a solution packet in the
well, It looked strange in ths back of it, much as though it might go.
After a big struggle to reach the holey, I went on up to the top and shifted
the rops over much nearer to the south wall, Back down st the 1 3 foot



high by 5 % foot wide opening I discovered that it daid indeed go. It was

a 100 foot crawlway over solutlon etched limestons, The passags opened inte
a fine dome pit under the mzin passage above, The dome pif was over a
strangs lcoking lake: I threw & rock into the "lake® and it went down and
down and down, Finally far below it wont splash. 4&wfully fumy lake, I
backed up several feet and threw in another rocke. The pit is at least 130
fe2t doep, However, we did not have time to go dowm it. Strange also is
vhat wo saw only solid limestone wall at the bottom of the cther drop in

the direction of this pite Hummmmill

Back o the surface once more, Don and I mapped thes arrcye from Cueva de
Izon to the Sdtans do Momtecilloes (AI‘ES vﬁloig Neo 3’ Page 32)9 Bear the
S4tano we also saw a smell cave in the south wall of the arroyo., The sky
was dark and growing raepidly derker snd we headed home. The rain beat us
by soveral yerds, Drip! That night we cooked and camped to the patier of
falling rain dribbling through the jungls vegatation, Bright and early
the next morning (Sundsy) at 9130 we sterted to pack and clean up the cave
campsite, Al noom we hit the trail cut. HNaturally we got lost on the way
Sule AS a Tesult we ook the long way oul a dirt road, which wound all
overy instead of the short trall straight through ths boonies, Any how
it is nice to know that it is possible to drive almost all of the way to
e arroyc. At the highway we canght a truck into Valles, There we met
B< and the Rover boyss They were nice to see for we gave them our 25
pounds of rope., That was & load off of cur backs, Then Ed roared off into
the distance, leaving Don, Phil (who had coms in from Xilitlz), and me,

We rented a hotel room and cleaned upe Then we Legan the long weit for
Terzy, who was expected eround dusk. A%t i0 pem, #till no Terzys so we
caught a bus to the borders Im Brownsville, Dom and Phil got a bus to
Aastin, I hitchhiked and beat them by two hours,

PERERREERBEIBARSSTEIRVLS

Datet Aprll 712
Persons: Barbara and Jim Hershberger, Mary and Kathy Rumsey, Maudann Rusesll.
Lllss Hendricks, Emerson Hauley, Demnis Sustare

Reported by Barbara

We left Thursday night and drove to Rio Feio, near Gomeg Farlas, Hers we
explored the cave above the Nacimiento dsl Rio Frio and hunted for other

pite. There were a few pits 15%-25% desp but didn®t open up much. Cold
alr was blowing out of several of them,

From there we went to Quintsro. We swam through the lske which is at the

end of ths first side passage %0 the right after the skylight., It leads to
& couple rcoms, The back rcom was about i8% x 16" and the weler was over

7° deepo The water siphoms and it oculd be heard lapping against & wall

on the other side., There are ssveral travertine dams urder water,



After camping Saturday night we went to El Abra, and checked out a cave

noar there that had ome small room and ome large snalkke, We went on to Valles,
Sundey we went to Tenlmel # and then drove the new highwey to San ILuis
Potosi, We looked in three caves that wers exposed by roadcuts, and wandered
arourd looking for pits in the heavily kersted area east of Rfo Verds., We
sz¥ many einks and crewled through a couple small gaves. From there we

drove (0 Saitilllo and camped in a dry srroyo, HNext morning we went 4o
fuastsca Caryon and enquired about caves, After 8 or 10 miles of driving

we huntec for £ caves which ssversl of the leocal peopls Held us about,

ore called Gruta de San Bartfllc, From there wo went to Montsrrey, recons
gtituted our throats and came home.

SR LRGN RN TR G CRL ST RROE &

Dates May . i, 1966
Personsi Barbara Hershbarger, Don Erickson, Chip Carnoy
Rsported by Barbara

e went to ¥BC with the hops of collecting samples of the 0ld quanoc which

is suspscied of being as old as lats Pleistocens, Mr, Hsideman very grasiously
gave us permission to go where we needsd to collsct. We found deep, undisturbed
deposits ell throughout the MHoors and scattersd ones on past Bslaymer®e bluffs

RREEIPERPRBERERHELEZESSCTBE

iy Orion Kmox

On April 6 Mills Tandy snd I loft for MoAllen end paris southe We arzived
st the border sbout midnight and got throuzh customs with only a littls
trouble, Leaving here we drove on untll about 4300 A.M, when the fog
finally stopped us nesr San Jiménez, Bright and early (ugh) ths nexi
morningy about 7:00, we were on the vcad sgaing this time for Mante,

Stopping only for gas in Victoria we arrived at Manis bright oyed and bushy
talled about moong and drove straight through and om to the littls town of

Pachon just beyond El Abra Pass and got directlous io the cusva del Pachon,
We then drove on to a well where we lefi the car and started up the trail
with our lce boxss, for fish, not besr, and our six guvides, The cave has

a short seramble drop then walking passage on back tc the water whers Mills
was going to hunt for blind fish, Hs toock a number of air and water
tecuperatures then we ran the skein for about 50 fest catching sbout one
hundred or so fish, alllke needed, This was great bscause John Fish had
sald there were only a few therg, dJust sbout this time we bsgan to hear

a growing rumble in the background and bsgan to womder what was up, Soon
w3 found out, about forty psople from town had decided to see what we wore
doing and had made a number of torches and had come into the cave., Getiing
things straightsned ocut we and our forty-six guides headed back for the
entrance and cundowm to the care Our next project was to eatch some fish
in a nearby stream which took aboui 3 hours, Lezving here w8 hoszdsd back
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to Mantc where wo stopped et Chico’s Restgurant which locked like a good
place for a couple of muddy @avers to eat. Walking through a small door
we were greeted by a waiter with a blask coat and tie on, He lsd the way
around the cormer 4o a plush restaurant with a2ll the works, pink tabls
clothes, orystal water glasses, fiowers cn each table, znd cver-loocking a
fency swimming pool, Surprissd we dldn ™ get kicked ocutiwe ordered whsi
turned out to be a wery good and not toco expensive meal, -

. -

i% wes thsn bagk to the road and iy to get as far back north egsin as
poesible. Finelly about 3300 AcM., we reached the ocutskirts of Linares

and nade campe By 7800 the next morning we were on the voad again and
haeded for GalCanag stoppling only to take plcturss oscasionally, Unen
reaching the Galesana cubtoff we sitcpped ahas cafe and got a bite to eat apd
asked ebout local caves or sinks, We wers told ¢of a2 good many in the avea
one of which wo deaglded to check, T¢ our surpriss the oxpscted grode
gypsunm sink vurned out to bs quite impressive, It wazs inm a flat wheat field
and was 200 fezel across and over 3C0 fest desp at the deep end with sheer
walls a2il ths way, Not having emough rope wo took pictures and headed om
ior the cusva de COuesta Blanc nsar ZaragoZse Arriving hsre about sunsst
w2 proceeced to survey it 1o a depth of gbout 150 fest where it iturned into

a8 6 inch diameter orswl. It was a very nice gypsun eave eonsidering what
rpany gypsum caves turn out %o b3, |

Gstting up early the next morning we drove on inio ZsPagosa where Mills
hired a couple of Loys to gulde him to the nacimiente spring where he wanied
to skein for fish, I grebbed & 3ide pack with soms food and my cameras

end hesded {or the base of Cerro Viejo where I plamned to try %o find 2
ronte up ths faco, During the dgy I elimbed an adjoiming 8500 foot psak
anid pholographed the face in detail and alse found a couple of eave
entrances, 1 had no flashlight so was oniy abls tc go down into them for a
short dislance, After getting caugbt in a thunder storm I made my way
back dewmn whers I met Mills, We zte al ths hotel and stsrtad driving

back }mrard good old Texas. Stopping at aboul #:00 AM. just past CGenersl
Terran we took a short nzp them drove con for Austin arziving gbout 5:00
Morday afternoon.

BEREEEEEEEESFRE R RNE FERES

Cherlle loving! Where is cur trip report-=the nost important ome of a2ll?

RERBASRRSL R EY SRS RS HEHN

Wos be Uo thoss who have not paid thelr duesi! Mgy the demons of the deep
taunt you through miles of unexplored squeszewsy, infesitsd with cave coral,

end interrupted only by dome rooms filled with blocdethirsiy rabid Vamplre
batsiilit

Prepsre yoursclves, Cavers! Tha Ritss of Spring is upon UBesday Gevceconns
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University of Texas Speleological Society

CLLMBING
Y Ropes:

7/16" Goldline, 275°

200+

1357

5%

107¢

¥ 2

93"

7

3/47% Manila {Sinkkole Ropa), 250°
& Cable Laddeors, 30% sz,
(1 or 2 mcre may be in nossesicn of Balconies
Gmtgﬁ. 1. @ Bill Rusgell}
1 Rope Ladder, 66!, condition guestionable
14 Carabiners
12 Beda $ Alum,
i Army oval, Steel
1 D%, Steel '
2 Parachute Harnasses
1 Large Pullsy

MABPING

2 Compasgsses, Bruniton

i Case, Brunton, Leather

2 Adapters, Brunton

I Small Tripod

i Large Tripod

2 Steol Tapss and Reels, i100% ea.

MISCEILANEQUS

T Dle Sst
1 Large Coffes Pot
6 Gerry Cans
5 dater
1 Gagoline
& Field Telsphonsas
Carbide (Approx. 60 Ibs,)
Joveral odd pleses of bucklies and Junk.

CONDEMMED EQUIPMENT w -NOT TO BE USED FOR CLIMBING !!

Ropes: 7/16% Goldlins, 155! and 12¢¢
3/8"% Geldlins, several short fragments
3/4% ¥anila, piecas of old Simkhole Rope
1 Cable Laddsr, 30%, Broken in several pliaces.

2 Alexsandsr
Expedition Chairman

bquipment may be checksd cut by paid, gualified members only.




